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am enjoying breakfast in the sun at Wairua Lodge in The 
Coromandel, when a massive Kereru (New Zealand Wood 
Pigeon) swoops in front of us, landing in the branch of a nearby 

tree. The branch sways mightily under the bird’s weight. We laugh as 
we watch the Kereru perform its next dramatic act - a daringly low 

take-off over the grassy bank. These enchanting moments are the 
beauty of Wairua Lodge.

At every gentle bend and twist in their six hectare property, 
Debbie and Ernst Baumberger have created secluded spots to 

stop and enjoy the lush surroundings. Every resting space is 
unobtrusive, private and in harmony with the environment. The 
spaces offer a subtle invitation to pause awhile; to sit down, look 
up and take in the beauty of that particular area in that particular 
moment. 

There is much to discover at Wairua Lodge, as Ernst and Debbie have 
learnt. They happened upon the property in late 2016 and instantly 
fell in love with it. As hosts, they bring a deep appreciation for 
nature, a tourism background and their own understanding of travel. 
Returning to New Zealand (Debbie’s home country) after many years 
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Wairua Lodge is not your average bed 
and breakfast, writes  Emma Darragh.
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Wairua Lodge is more than your 
average B&B. You can picnic by 

the swimming holes, swim in the 
river, enjoy a bushwalk, soak in 

the treetops bath house or 
marvel at the stars in the spa 

pool–all on our 15 acre property!

251 Old Coach Road, Whitianga, Coromandel  |  Ph. +64 7 866 03 04 

www.wairualodge.co.nz
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in Switzerland has allowed them to see the startling beauty of The 
Coromandel - and New Zealand - with fresh eyes. Their reverence for 
the place is infectious.

The Lodge is situated on the ridge of a sun-drenched grassy 
embankment, facing a picturesque vista of lushly forested hills. The 
Waiatekatanga River which runs through the property can be seen 
and heard from considerable height at the ridge-top.

Wairua Lodge is not your average B&B. It is a place of discovery, 
relaxation, rejuvenation. The wilderness at your doorstep can be a 
tranquil playground, a beautiful background, or a little of both. There 
is much to be experienced on the property and we are welcome to 
explore at our leisure, with the Baumberger’s providing gumboots, 
river shoes, and buckets and spades to ensure we are suitably 
equipped.

There are an intricate web of hiking trails through the forest, where 
hidden nikau groves shoot up through ferny canopies and gentle 
streams open up into crystalline swimming holes. The lodge’s 
immediate surrounds are spacious, grassy and park-like. A tranquil 
pond filled with lily pads offers an ideal spot for relaxing around the 
firepit in the early evening twilight. A short path up a gentle slope 
leads to ‘The Night Sky Spa’, which soon becomes the perfect place 
to surrender to day’s end under the twinkling stars.  

 There are four double rooms and one fully self-contained 2-bedroom 
apartment at Wairua Lodge, sleeping up to 12 guests at a time. The 
rooms are aptly named after frequent inhabitants of the property - 
Tui, Kereru, Pukeko, Fantail and Kiwi. Clean, soothing and spacious, 
they have clearly been designed with peace, privacy and relaxation 
in mind. All of the double rooms have ensuites, and in addition to 

these is one of Wairua Lodge’s hidden gems; it’s beautiful outdoor 
bath. Tucked away in a private outdoor room, a giant open window 
brings the rainforest right in beside you. Music, candles and even (if 
you’re lucky) a Morepork adds to the magic. 

Breakfast at Wairua Lodge is abundant and nourishing. I enjoy 
tucking into home-baked bread, fresh fruit, muesli and coffee. 
Breakfast can be enjoyed when and where you like – in your room, 
on the patio, in the garden or even down by the swimming holes. 

There is also a well-equipped kitchen and communal lounge at 
Wairua, where guests can prepare their own meals. 

Wairua Lodge could be a million miles from anywhere. It has a 
remote atmosphere belying its accessible location. Situated on 
The Coromandel’s iconic 309 Road (once the main arterial route 
linking east to west), it is only 15 minutes drive from Whitianga 
and 45 minutes from Tairua. Debbie and Ernst will also transport 
guests arriving from the Auckland to Coromandel ferry and drive 
the scenic 309 Road to the lodge, encountering the beautiful Kauri 
Grove and Waiau Falls enroute.

Should you feel the need to explore beyond the boundaries of 
the river retreat, Hot Water Beach, Hahei and Cathedral Cove are 
all only 25 minutes drive away, as well as the isolated splendour 
of New Chum and Otama Beach. Having recently rediscovered the 
region for themselves, Debbie and Ernst will happily share their 
knowledge and recommendations for how to spend time on The 
Coromandel. 

On their recommendation, a luxurious massage and soak in the 
hot pools at The Lost Spring in Whitianga perfectly accompanies 
my state of relaxation, as does dinner in one of the excellent local 
restaurants. 

For the rare treat of time-out in an authentic New Zealand 
rainforest, take yourself to Wairua Lodge Rainforest River Retreat. 
It is a tranquil paradise where nature replaces stress with serenity. 
It is a comfortable place to completely unwind.


